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THE BAR ...

This is the first of a serie s of
articles that shall appear in Amicus
Curiae under the continuing title of
.. Before the Bar'! The first series to
be run will discuss the aspects of Legal
Ethics in the life of the practicing
lawyer, as we11 as the place in the
education of the student of the law that
should be found for legal ethics. Outstanding
educators,
lawyers,
and
jurists will be the contributors to this
endeavor.

LEGAL ETHICS
by C.D. Benson, A.B., L.L.B., S.J.D.
In my third year in law school,
one of the te achers told the class
that it would be the duty of each of
us as lawyers, over and, above our
usual professional responsibilities,
to undertake to improve some detail
in the administration of justice.
This is a reasonable obligation to
be assumed by each member of the
legal profession, and one which you,
as a law student, may plan to
assume later. The time, however,
for such an undertaking is now, not
later. In fact, as well as in popular
opinion, you are already affiliated
with the legal profession and have
certain privilege sand re sponsibilities.
Moreover, there is an aspect
of the administration of justice in
which you can at once assume the
full stature of a lawyer and your full
r;sponsibility
as such, namely, in
legal ethics.
Furthermore it is a
responsibility that no other person
can take for you. In the words of
George A. Brand, a leader of the
bar, "In the last analysis the
individual
lawyer,
in
whatever
capacity he may be acting, must
recognize his responsibilities
and
individually discharge them.
Sift
out the causes of dissatisfaction
with courts or the legal profe ssion
(Continued on Page 4)

ESTATE PLANNING
OFFERED

DECEMBER 70, 7952

COURSE

By David B. Weaver, A.B., LLB.
The Law School catalogue has
announced the offering on Friday
evenings of the Spring Semester a
seminar in Estate Planning .. Since
there is some uncertainty about this
term, "estate planning," AmicusCuriae
has asked me to explain briefly the
purpose and content of the course.
Almost everyone has an estate.
People find it uncomfortable to
spend everything that they have
and usually try to avoid it. (How
well they succeed is another matter).
The unspent balance,
no matter
what its form and size, is one's
estate.
The estate owner usually
has some ideas about how the
funds should be· used ultimately.
They are earmarked for retirement,
for the proverbial rainy day, for
bequests to children, and so on in
an infinite variety of possibilities.
However, it is not necessarily
simple to carry out the owner's
wishes successfully and efficiently.
There may be a number of problems
to be recognized, solved if possible.
These include legal doctrine-the
fact that there are only a limited
number of legally recognized ways
of doing things and that there are
some things which cannot legally be
done at all. (A simple and familiar
example of the former is the refusal
to recognize wills not executed in
the prescribed
manner).
Other
considerations of a practical nature
are also involved. Estimates of the
future of the economy as a whole
and of particular investments may
be very important.
Predictions of
the wishes, needs, and behavior of
(Continued on Page 4)

JOHN T. FEY, LLB., M.B.A.
If you have a tax problem Prof.
John T. Fey is the man to see.
When not teaching
one of his
courses
in
Legal
Accounting,
Federal Estate and Gift Tax, or
Federal Income Tax, Mr. Fey will
most likely be found working at his
desk in his office on the fourth
floor. In a recent interview it was
learned that Prof. Fey is working
on a book.
He said he had not
decided whether it will be a case
book or a text book on taxation
since the project is still in its
initial stages.
No tentative date
has been set for publication.
After completing undergraduate
work at Washington and Lee
University, Mr. Fey went to Harvard
where he received his Master's
degree in business accounting and
then he earned his LLB at the
University of Maryland. This past
spring at Yale University, he was
awarded his Doctor's degree for his
work in the field of taxation.
Mr. ,Fey came to the Law school
in 1949 from Cumberland, Maryland,
where he had practiced law for five
(Continued on Page 2)
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CASE CLUB REPORTS--

Phi Alpha Delta Pleclges 35

PHI DELTA PHI

The Van Vleck Case Club has
just
completed
the preliminary
rounds of this year's competition
with 84 contestants competing. A
notice of the contestants who have
been selected to compete in the
semi-finals in the spring semester
will be posted on the Case Club
bulletin board this week •. Some of
the outstanding judges for the preliminaries
were Rear-Admiral Ira
Nunn, Navy Judge Advocate General;
Commissioner Rosel Hyde, ViceChairman of F. C. c.; Leonard
Walsh, 1951 President of the D. C.
Bar Association;
William Ringer
Chief Trial Examiner, N.L.R.B.;
Leo Resnick, Hearing Examiner,
F.C.C.; Benedict Cottone, General
Counsel,F .C.C.; Dee P incock, Asst.
to General Counsel, F .Cc C.; Max
Herschman, Attorney for O.P .S. and
many other capable attorneys.
We
would like to take this opportunity
to thank all of the judges, contestants and student advisers for their
commendable job.

Elwood Dunn and Jim Bear,
co-rush chairmen of Phi Alpha
Delta Law Fraternity announced
that 35 law students have been
pledged this term. They are:
Edward Ansell, Harold Bain, Ed
Bellinger, Carter Bledsoe, Robert
Brown, Donald Campbell, Alexander
Corey, John Costello, Leslie Dix,
Jack Donoghue, Randall Erdley.
Edward Fenwick, jr., William
Gapcynski,
William
Gillespie,
Harold Goodman, Roger Hansel,
William Hays, George Hipps, Jr.,
Kenneth Kaul, Robert Kline, Fred
Kostka, Oscar Line, Richard Miller.
Tad Moyle, Miguel Rios-Lugo,
Bob Rodden, William Ryan, James
Schuler, Bill Schultheis, Donald J.
Smith, Donald Schnacke,
Dave
Summerville, Jim Taylor, Ted von
Brand and Pete Walker.
The fall initiation was held in
the Willard Hotel on Saturday,
December 6th. Speakers were Judge
Paul Brosman of the U.S. Court of
Military Appeals and Judge A.P.
Savarese of New York City, the
Supreme Justice of the Fraternity.
All members and pledges are
invited to cocktails and dinner at
1622 21st nw at 7 pm, on Saturday,
December 13th before the Student
Bar Dance according to Barrett
Goodson, justice of the fraternity.

Phi Delta Phi was honored by
Judge Charles F •. McLaughlin of
the District Court at its professional
meeting
and rush function
on
November 21st at the Wardman
Park.
Judge McLaughlin's theme
centered about the questions facing
the new lawyer after being admitted
to the bar.
Judge McLaughlin
discussed
the following topics
annotated with his own experiences
in the field of law:
Where to
Practice, Type of Practice, Whether
or Not to Practice Alone, Trial
Practice,
and Office Practice,
together with some ofthe duties and
responsibilities
of the lawyer as
an officer of the court and citizen of
the community.
Although Judge
McLaughlin indicated he could only
briefly touch the above subjects,
the thoughts he conveyed
were
most interesting and very instructive.
The following is the current
calendar of events;
at the law
school, on Tuesday December 12th
at 7:30 pm there will be a selection
meeting and election of new officers
and honorary members; a pledge
ceremony will take place on December 16th at 7:30 pm in the law
school; and on January
9th at
1:00 pm, the Initiation Luncheon
will be held at the Wardman Park.

HARLAN·BREWER
HAS A HISTORY
Located diagonally across from
the Law School, at 20th and H
Streets,
is
the
Harlan-Brewer
House, named in honor of two
former members of the Supreme
Court who were among the faculty
of eleven in 1892 when the school
was located at 15th and H Streets.
These men, along with Professor
Langdell of Harvard, were early
exponents of the "case law" method
of teaching.
Harlan-Brewer House was made
available by President Marvin in
order to afford the Student Bar
Association
a better opportunity
to function more effectively.
At
present the offices of the Case
Club and of Amicus Curiae are
located on the ground floor.
On
the second floor is a lounge, with
an adjoining conference room, and
the offices of the SBA. A ladies'
lounge and a reading room are on
the third floor.

JOHN T. FEY
years. From 1946 to 1950 he served
on the Maryland legislature as a
member to the House of Delegates
and was also on the Alleganny
County Board of Commissioners.
During the war Mr. Fey served
in the Marine Corps and presently
holds the rank of Major in the
USMCR. He is a recipient of the
Order of the Coif and is a member
of Delta Theta Phi legal fraternity.
Mr. Fey acts as a judge in the
Case Club competition each year.
His willingness to help the student
and his friendly attitude have earned
Prof. Fey a pl ace high in the
esteem of the faculty and students
of the law school.

·So, olcl man, in view 01 your rather
extensive experience in international
relations,
we've been consiclering
you as a possible
successor to
Mr. Lie!"
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Phi Alpha Delta is truly a
unique legal fraternity.
It was
founded in Chicago in 1902, where
it began to grow as a result of a
legal controversy.
Its founders
had banded together and successfully reduced the clerkship requirement for admission to the Illinois
bar. It has since grown to nearly
100 chapters.
The John Jay
Chapter was established at George
Washington University Law School
in 1924.
The officers of the Jay Chapter
this year are:
Barrett Goodson,
Justice; George Cade, Vice-Justice;
Fritz Raring, Clerk; Max Wymore,
Treasurer; and Bill Puett, Marshall.
The
faculty
advisor
is
De an
Carvile Benson.
,
There
are numerous chapters
located in the Washington area and
vicinity
including
chapters
at
Georgetown
and
University
of
Virginia.
There is also an active
alumni chapter in the District of
Columbia.
Among the Phi Alpha Delta to
attain eminence in the law are:
Supreme
Court
Justices
Clark,
Douglas and Minton; Vice-President
Elect
Richard Nixon; President
Harry S. Truman; Senators Robert
Taft and John Sparkman; and Dean
Robert G. Storey, president of the
American Bar Association.
Some of the speakers sponsored

ALSA

MEETS

AT G. W.

to maintain towards the Courts a
respectful attitude, not for the sake
of the temporary incumbent of the
judicial office, but for the maintenance of its supreme importance.
Judges, not being wholly free to
defend themselves,
are peculiarly
entitled to receive the support of
the Bar against unjust criticism and
clamor.
Whenever there is proper
ground for serious complaint of a
judicial officer, it is the right and

ANNOUNCED

Fifteen delegates from George
Washington, Georgetown, Columbus,
Catholic and Howard Universities
met at 8:00 pm Wednesday, December
3, in the Harlan-Brewer House.
This was the first meeting of delegates
from law schools in the
Washington area..
Organizational
steps
were taken regarding the
American Law Student Association
acrrvrtre s in Washington,
D•. C.
President John Quisenberry was
•
host; George Bertain of Catholic
University
presided.
Special
business
was the appointment of
speakers, liaison with the District
of Columbia bar, and legal aid
committees.
The annual spring
convention
of
law
schools was also
,
discussed.

The names of the law students
who were selected to participate
in the semi-finals of the Van Vleck
Case Club competition, were announced
yesterday
by Clarence
Kipps.co-pre sident of that organization.
They are George M. Bates,
Richard
M. Baylinson,
James
Bear,
Wesley
Crowther,
Bryce
Curry, Francis DeCaro, John P.
Dodge, Miguel de Echegaray, George
Elias, Jr., R.G. Erdley, George E.
Goodwin,
Frances
B. Hardman,
Robert A. Low, Benjamin F. Marsh,
Robert F. Ruemeli, K. T. Whitescarver, Jr. The alternates selected
are: 1st-Louis
Rosenman; 2ndJ. C. Lawrence; 3rd-Harriet
R.
Putman; 4th-Samuel
C. Bledsoe.

by the fraternity at their meetings
this year were:
Judge E •. Barrett
Prettyman
of the United States
District Court of Appeals; Judge
Frank Myers of the Municipal Court
of the District of Columbia; and
Judge Paul Bro sman of the United
States Court of Military Appeals.
Initiation fees include dues, the
fraternity pin, a subscription
to
the fraternity's
magazine and the
national
directory.
Membership
requirements are the completion of
ten hours in the law school and the
attendance of one rush function.
The Jay Chapter has a current

local membership of 60. The national
membership is about 25,000. The
active alumni chapter in the District
of Columbia has a membership of
over 400.
Annual functions of the fraternity consist of two dinner dances,
two picnics,
two pledging ceremonies, two initiations,
five rush
functions, monthly luncheons and
two luncheons
and professional
meetings with the alumni chapter.
Anyone
interested
in joining
Phi Alpha Delta is requested to
contact the officers or any member
for further information.

THE CANONS OF PROFESSIONAL
ETHICS
These Canons, in whole or in substantial part, have been
legislature, or by bar association
action, and this will
American Bar

7. The Duty of the Lawyer to the
Courts. It is the duty of the lawyer

CASE CLUB
SEMI-FINALISTS

OF THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
adopted in the various states by rule of court, by act of
be the first in a series of the Canons adopted by the
Association.

duty of the lawyer to submit his
grievances to the proper authorities.
in such cases, but not otherwise,
such charges should be encouraged
and the person making them should
be protected.
2. The Selection of Judges. It is
the duty of the Bar to endeavor to
prevent
political
considerations
from outweighing judicial fitness in
in the selections
of Judges.
It
should protest earnestly and actively
against the appointment or election
of those who are unsuitable for the

Bench; and it should strive to have
elevated thereto only those willing
to forego other employments, whether
of a business,
political or other
character,
which may embarrass
their free and fair consideration of
questions before them for decision.
The a spirat ion of lawyers
for
judicial position should be governed
by an impartial estimate of their
ability to add honor to the office
and not by a desire for the distinction the position may bring to
themselves.
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ESTATE

PLANNING

the owner's family may be necessary.
In recent years one of the most
important considerations
is the
minimization
of taxes
without
sacrifice of desired objects.
To
list these is to demonstrate that
most property owners will need
advice to effectively plan their
estates.
To list these is also to
demonstrate that the best advice
may require the combined skills
of the lawyer, the tax specialist,
the accountant, the insurance agent,
the investment counselor, and the
professional fiduciary.
The third year student or recent
graduate has already been exposed
to much of the applicable legal
doctrine .. Some of the needed skills
have been acquired. Nevertheless,

Subscribe to A.B.A. Journal
for one year.
Available to
all law students for $1.50;
regular price $5.00. Contact
Professor Fryer.
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he does not have the equipment to
handle more than the simplest
problem in this area. Nor will he
get all the needed equipment in
this course. That can come only
with intensive detailed study. This
seminar can' have only limited
objectives.
It is designed to cut
across course lines pointing up the
doctrines of wills, trusts, future
interests, conflict of laws, taxation,
and other courses relevant
to
typical situations. An introduction
to some of the non-legal considerations bearing on estate planning will
be
included,
and methods of
approach will be suggested by the
handling of hypothetical but typical
problems.

LEGAL ETHICS
and you will find that they stem from
the conduct of individual lawyers
or judges or from situations which
they individually could control or
improve."
Even on this personal basis, legal
ethics maybe considered negatively,
as a matter of observance of canons
of professional conduct formulated
by legislatures, lawyers and judges
from the wisdom of past experience,
or positively, as an opportunity to
strive affirmatively and imaginatively
for improvement of ethical standards
in the administration of justice. We
should not shy away from the
expression
"administration
of
justice"
as being a matter of
official action by judges, lawyers,
and other court officers, but rather
understand it for what it is in its
broadest sense, namely, the behavior
of individuals toward each other in
the common task of living together
in an orderly and understanding
manner. On its highest level, legal
ethics and personal ethics are the
same, that is, the putting of spiritual
insight into our week-day and Sunday
relations with others.
This is a
vety practical matter, for if we, and
others after us, do not sustain the
spirit, which is the life of the
law, the result will be administration
without justice, and further misunderstanding and hatred between men
and nations.

CURIAE

GOES TO BEAR
Jim Bear has been appointed
National Chairman of the Armed
Services Committee of the American
Law Student Association.
The
ALSA, consisting of 108law schools,
is sponsored by the American Bar
Association.
The purpose of t he Armed
Services Committee is to keep law
students informed of various draft
policies, contemplated and actual
recalls and releases of reservists,
opportunities for commissions in
the armed services,
and other
legislation regarding military service.'
Bear succeeds Nad Peterson as
committee chairman, thus keeping
the chairmanship at George Washington for two years in a row. This
is a distinct honor for the law
school as there are only twelve
national committee chairmen and
reflects the interest George Washington law students have shown in
the national organization.
Any students
interested
in
serving on this committee should
contact Jim Bear at HO-2-0207. It
is important that students take an
interest in ALSA activities since
there is a good chance that the
editorship of the ALSA newspaper'
will be given to George Washington
nen fall.
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON

UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL

STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION
presents

THE ANNUAL

FALL DANCE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1952
Price $3.75
Crystal Room
Willard Hotel
Nine to twelve
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